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Holiday Party-December 2019

From your editor:
January 2020, it’s hard to believe. I hope you all enjoyed the Holidays.
Congratulations to Jim, our member of the year and thank you to Bob & Mary
Ann McAdams for arranging the holiday party. As I looked through the pictures
I couldn’t help but smiling, I for one am looking forward to another year of club
events. Please look for The Simeone Flier below and contact me if you are
interested in going. Maybe this can be our first event of the year ?
OF
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2020 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES
President

Steve
Wagoner

swag11@gmail.com

Vice President

Gillian Fisher

gillianannfisher@gmail.
com

Treasurer

Karl Marx

973-267- 3630 or
falco4@optonline.net

Secretary

Rudy
Bescherer

rdbescherer@yahoo.com

Trustees at Large

Ole Flandrup

oleMGB@gmail.com

Gary Perrault

gperr@optonline.net

Ed Orna

ejorna@verizon.net

Advisor

Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com

Britfest Chairman

Charles
Tregidgo

Event & Rally Coordinator Bob Knecht

MEETINGS
Meetings
Monthly Meetings are on the
4th Tuesday each month at
7:30pm at the VFW Post, 45
Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ
2020 Meeting Dates
Jan 28, Feb 25, Mar 24,
Apr,28, May 26, Jun 23, Jul
28, Aug 25, Sep 22, Oct 27,
Nov 24, Dec 22

tregidgolaw@gmail.com
mgbowner@warwick.net

Meeting Refreshments

Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com

Membership Chairlady

Mary Hayes

mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Ole Flandrup

olemgb@gmail.com

Regalia Chairman

Gary Perrault

gperr@optonline.net

Technical Advisor

Dave Collier

dacollier1@yahoo.com

Webmaster

Dick Bettle

bettlesr@gmail.com

2020 Member
of the Year

James Van
Genderen

javang@optonline.net

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central
Jersey Centre, a non-profit organization established in 1962,
dedicated to promoting the enjoyment and preservation of MGs
and all British sports cars.
The MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the
North American MGB Register, the American MGB Association,
The North American MGA Register, The MG Owners Club, UK;
and the MG Car Club, UK, founded in 1930 as the only factory
approved organization for all Mg’s.
Membership in the MG Car Club is open to all. Ownership of a
MG is not a condition of membership.
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WEBSITE:
MGCCNJ.ORG
ADDRESS:
MG Car Club Central Jersey
Centre
PO Box 435
Convent Station, NJ 07961
Have a contribution to our
newsletter?
Please send it by the 25th of the month
to Ole Flandrup: olemgb@gmail.com or
Rob Alper: ralper100@gmail.com.
Publication is in the beginning of each
month.

Annual dues are only $25.
The benefits & events
continue all year!

President’s Message
Ramblings from your President
Hi All,
Well here I go again. I’ve been on the road for
past week and a half. For some reason the campground
WIFI’s appeared to shut down at night (I’ve been unable
to get on line when we got back from running around all
day!). I have always enjoyed the club, for the cars at
first. After being with the club for a short time, I realized
that it is not really the cars (they’re great) but it’s the
people! Our cars attract the best people! We were in
Florida for a family reunion (Linda’s Family) Now while
we were in Florida, we went to an airplane club
‘breakfast/meet’. Imagine, instead of our cars in the
parking lot of the VFW, having our meeting at a small
local airport and all the members Flying in! Most of the
planes that the members have, and fly, are planes that the pilots built themselves from kits!
Linda’s cousin is a pilot for Fed Ex. He owns a 1942 Boeing Stearman Bi-plane. It was
used as a trainer for the military. His was used by the Navy. The airplane club and its
members are so much like us and our members. They hung around their planes, compared
notes, talked about things that they were planning to do to their ‘rides’. There were many
really neat planes, and it was a lot of fun watching them all fly in! Again it was the planes that
attracted every one. But the people ultimately were main attraction, a really great bunch of
people (like ours!).
Linda’s Cousin’s Stearman is one of the few planes in the group that is not registered
as Experimental. His plane like a number of our cars is in the final stages of a
comprehensive restoration. Completion is expected in two weeks! Fully re-built radial engine,
all wings have been rebuilt with new ribs. The fuselage has just been recovered. Another
similarity is that many live in ‘flying communities’. Where their homes back up to a community
airport. Linda’s cousin has just moved into a new home in one such community (just in time
for his finished plane to fly into. These flying communities are similar to the racing
communities at some of the race tracks we go to race our sports cars.
My guess is there is a similar Comparisons that can be made with boat owners, and
even train (wink) clubs. Let’s all keep supporting, and enjoying all our clubs!
Steve
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2020 Member of the Year
James Van Genderen
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MG CAR CLUB 2020 CALENDAR
January 28

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

February 25

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

March 24

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

April 28

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

May 2

Saturday 9:00 am
Britfest-Horseshoe Lake-Succasunna, NJ
to 4:00 pm

May 26

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

June 23

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

July 28

Tuesday 7:30 pm

Monthly Club Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

TO OUR READERS
We hope that you are enjoying Meshing Gears. We have tried very hard to include articles that are informative,
interesting and enjoyable. Please help us to continue to provide good reading material. Write an article about
your car, what drew you to British cars or any topic that you can think of. Include some pictures. Send it to Ole
at olemgb@gmail.com or Rob at ralper100@gmail.com. We want to continue to bring you a great newsletter!
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Member’s Car
Member: Steve Wagoner

Car: 1959 English Ford Consul MK2

The Beginning of a Sickness!
Well this story begins with a 15 year old with a true love of cars. Well this 15
year old was told by his dad (many times) that he wouldn’t get a car until he moved
out of the family home! This 15 year old (who shall remain nameless) would, upon
getting home from school, hop on his bicycle and ride to local new and used car
dealers just to look at what cars were available that he could someday afford. This led
to the discovery that most dealers weren’t prepared to deal with a 15 year old hanging
around their dealerships. What, after months of this bizarre behavior, became
apparent was that one local new dealer was willing to let this kid hang out and bother
them on an almost daily basis. This dealer dealt with English Fords (Cortina) and also
sold used cars. Out in back of the dealership were a handful of ‘trade-ins’ that were
not really saleable. Those immediately attracted the attention of our 15 year old. His
thinking was that if he could get one of those old junkers cheap he would have
enough time to fix it up for when he became 17! Now all that had to be done was to
convince dad that this would really be a good idea! Well the 15 year old had honed in
on a well used English Ford Prefect, a 1957 model for only $50.00! It was a car he
had sit in many times over the preceding months. It was not running but how hard
could a flat head four cylinder four speed manual be to get running? He was also sure
he could source the missing taillight lens and clean up the interior to make it usable.
Now the next thing was to somehow drag dad down to the dealers. Much to his
suprise his dad was willing to go to look at the prize he had found!
Well, the story takes a
suprising twist! Dad looked
at his intended ‘gem’ and
went into the dealer’s office
and came out with the
salesman/owner. They talked
a bit and then dad asked him
about this larger white
English Ford. That was a car
that hadn’t really appealed to
the year old ….until dad gave a hint that he might allow the 15 year old to come home
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Member’s Car Cont’d
with a car, any car! The white car turned out to be a 1959 English Ford Consul MK2.
Now the story goes from the search to the working on the new project! The
dealer loaned dad dealer plates to drive the barely running car minus it’s exhaust
system. From that point on the 15 year old would ride his bike to the dealership to
acquire parts needed to start piecing his new gem back together. The driver’s door
was bashed in, the exhaust was missing, and the rocker panels had long rotted off.
The back seat floors were full of water (due to sitting in the lot for months with the
windows opened) and old gas station cards floating.
After putting in the exhaust, welding in the new rocker panels and beating out
the bashed in door, the time came to convince dad that he needed to move his cars
out of the garage so that the freshly reworked diamond in the rough could be
painted! That took more convincing than the actual purchasing of the car. After

purchasing the paint and renting a spray system the car was prep’d and painted in
dad’s garage.
The first car was loved and used for almost three years, until the transmission
split it’s case in the driveway in the middle of the winter. All while idling while the
glass was being scraped of ice! Sadly a replacement trans. could not be sourced
and the car went to the local salvage yard.
Moving to the present day
While looking through ebay our now ‘slightly’ older young man finds a duplicate
of his beloved first car, a white 1959 English Ford Consul. It’s located in a farmer’s
field in southern Missouri. It’s for sale with a minimum bid of $950.00. Not running,
with a stuck motor, window seals dried and rotted, exhaust hanging and interior
7

Member’s Car Cont’d
basically in tatters, nor rear upholstery to speak of. So what does our hero do? Instead
of dad he has to convince his wife he needs to buy it. Actually he told her he wanted to
buy it, and she sarcastically said , “Go ahead.” That’s as good as an approval, right? So
early on a snowy morning he sets out with a friend, and a trailer in tow and drives 14
hours to pick up his new gem.
Upon arrival at the farm the seller dragged the new ‘gem’ up to where it could be
winched up onto the trailer. After evaluating the ‘new’ purchase it was decided the rear
window needed to be removed for the tow home, otherwise it would blow out on the way
home.
Well, now the story comes to a close. The new project sits in the garage awaiting
the love it deserves. To date the engine has been freed up, a new windshield purchased
and picked up in Montreal, Canada, shift linkage freed up, nos in box carburetor,
instrument cluster disassembled for reconditioning, new lenses all around.
Check in again to see how this project is proceeding. This sickness doesn’t end
with this car, but this article does!
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British Car Event
England at Le Mans Demo Day
Saturday, January 25th @ 11:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Our first Demo Day of the year is going to continue our January celebration of all things British.
Please join us on January 25 as we take a deep dive into the history and legacy of Simeone
Collection cars that were active participants in the twenty four hour endurance race.
Featured collection cars will include  1927 Bentley 3 Litre Speed Model
 1934 MG K3 Magnette
1953 Jaguar C-Type
Admission includes entry into our newest exhibition Best of Britain 2020 – British Racing at
Le Mans. Visit the link below for more information.

The Simeone Museum has always been a fun place to visit, especially on demo days, If you are
interested in going please let me know @ olemgb@gmail.com. I’ll be willing to arrange a tour down
there, they have no eating facilities there but I can set us up with sandwiches and drinks as long as
I have a count, we can also set up carpooling if needed, just let me know in advance.
Ole F
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Defensive Driving
By Rob Alper
Our roads are much more crowded today than they ever were. Cars are faster, more powerful and
more filled with electronics than ever before. Today’s driver is more aggressive, has more distractions
and more gadgets to play with. Oftentimes it seems like instead of driving we are riding in Coney Island
Bumper Cars.
At the same time, we drive small cars. Cars that are often hidden in the blind spots of todays
SUVs and not seen by today’s distracted drivers. What’s the answer? The answer is Defensive Driving.
According to Wikipedia defensive driving is “a driver safety program called the Driver Example
Program which was developed in 1964 by Chris Imhoff of the (US) National Safety Council. The program
instituted a Defensive Driving Course (DDC). Defensive Driving Courses, along with Instructor
Development Courses were offered beginning in 1964 and 1965, typically through corporate
sponsorships.”
The basic underlying principle of Defensive Driving is to “expect the unexpected” and to develop
driving techniques and skill in order to avoid collisions. These techniques involve driving in various
weather conditions, road conditions and watching for the mistakes of other drivers. In general there are
three under lying areas of defensive driving, General Principles, Regarding other participants in traffic
and Regarding your own vehicle. Basically these are all based upon common sense and are all the rules
that we learned when we were learning to drive.
General principles of defensive driving includes controlling your speed and not letting the car go
too fast to control and too fast for conditions. Looking ahead and expecting the unexpected. A defensive
driver is constantly scanning the road looking for road hazards, traffic and anything else that could lead to
a collision. Scanning the road includes routinely checking your mirrors and being aware of the other cars
near you. The last general principle involves staying alert and distraction free. I don’t think anything
needs to be said about staying alert and distraction free.
Regarding other participants in traffic means you must be prepared for all sorts of actions by other
drivers and pedestrians. You must never take for granted that other drivers will do the right thing. You
must anticipate and be ready for all actions, including mistakes, that other drivers can do.
And finally, with reference to your own vehicle defensive driving involves following at a safe
distance, considering and adjusting for weather and road conditions, and adjusting your speed to the
road.
This, of course, is just an overview of a very important skill. There is much more to defensive
driving than I’ve written about. There are books and courses that are well worth the time, especially for
young people who’ve just gotten their licenses. Anybody who spends any time on the road can benefit
from learning defensive driving skills.
In any event, please apply the principles of Defensive Driving to your time behind the wheel.
Safety Fast!
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Holiday Party
December 2019

An evening of fun and celebration with old friends.
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Holiday Party Cont’d
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Holiday Party Cont’d
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Nearby British Car Events
LISTINGS OF BRITISH CAR EVENTS IN OUR REGION CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html
LISTINGS OF NATIONAL BRITISH CAR EVENTS CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://justbritish.com/calendar/
LISTINGS OF BRITISH CAR EVENTS IN OUR REGION CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html

CARS & CRUMPETS is a new group organized by Ralph Scarfogliero, that meets on
alternate Sundays (9:00am to 12noon), usually at the Dunkin Donuts at the south corner of Route
202 & Route 10 in Morris Plains. To get on their email list and receive notices of their weekly
events, contact Ralph at 201-206-1389 or www.njbcc.org
To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Tony at
tboniello@gmail.com, or https://www.facebook.com/carsandcaffe or https://www.instagram.com/
carsandcaffe.
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS

Please patronize our sponsors. They make our club work.
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS

Please patronize our sponsors. They make our club work.
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2019 SPONSORS

New Jersey MGT Register

Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Kamp

Please patronize our sponsors. They make our club work.
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES
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MEMBERSHIP FORM
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CLUB NOTES
CLUB
MG
SUPPLIERS
NOTES & SERVICES

Green Table
Every Monthly Meeting
Bring it in / give it to a Member!
It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our
hobby and other good stuff you might have.
Car items are always welcome, as well as
other things that you don’t want or need that
others could use.
Young Marilyn Monroe with her TD. What a beautiful car.
Submitted by JVG

Just put your stuff on the Green Table where
“Froggy” resides, and let others help
themselves to your treasures.
Share your unwanted stuff with your MG
buddies! Someone may treasure it!

THE REGALIA SHOP
You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club Jersey Central
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great
deals!
Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your
MGBs & Cs.
Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to
change.

NEW ITEMS
Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club
Logo at: www.cafepress.com/mgccnj
For information or to place an order, go to the above website.
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Membership Changes &
Corrections
Keep your newsletter coming and your
membership info up to date. Please
contact Mary Hayes with any changes at:
mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

