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Our September meeting will be our annual “MG Oktoberfest” hosted
by Steve and Linda Wagoner. It will be held at our regular meeting
place, the VFW Hall at Morris Plains starting at 6:30pm, one hour
early. This year we may move the party indoors to the meeting
room, instead of the outdoor pavilion. The Wagoners and our club
will provide an authentic German feast of wursts, kielbasa, franks,
sauerkraut, potato salad, grilled veggies, condiments and much
more.
Members are asked to contribute to the festivities by bringing
appetizers, salads, deserts or drinks to share, either homemade or
store bought. Come at 6:00pm to display your car.

Dick Knudson, the co-founder of the New England MGT Register and his wife Ann are both in hospitals
near their home in Cooperstown, NY. Dick is being treated for stage 4 kidney cancer and Ann for bipolar disorder. Our respect for them is boundless. Please keep both in your thoughts and prayers. You
can send your expressions of support to their daughter, Leesa Hudak at leesahudak@comcast.net
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2017 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

MEETINGS

President

2017 Meeting Dates

Vice President

Steve Wagoner swag11@gmail.com

Treasurer

Karl Marx

973-267- 3630

Secretary

Rudy
Bescherer

rdbescherer@yahoo.com

Trustees at Large

Ole Flandrup

oleMGB@gmail.com

Eliot Ganek

ejganek@yahoo.com

Ed Orna

ejorna@verizon.net

Advisor

Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com

Britfest Chairman

Charlie
Tregidgo

Event & Rally Coordinator Bob Knecht

Club meetings are usually
held at 7:30pm on the fourth
Tuesday of each month:
Sept. 26, Oct. 24, Nov. 28,
Dec. (tba)

tregidgolaw@gmail.com
mgbowner@warwick.net

Meeting Refreshments

Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com

Membership Chairlady

Mary Hayes

mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Rich Breton

rbreton@optonline.net

Regalia Chairman

Gary Perault

gperr@optonline.net

Technical Advisor

Dave Collier

dacollier1@yahoo.com

Webmaster

Mike Ruane

mike@revelation.com

2017 Member
of the Year

Ed Orna

Are you a member
of the MGCCCJC?
Annual dues are
only $25.
The benefits
& events
continue all year!

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre, a
non-profit organization established in 1962, and is dedicated to expanding
and maintaining interest in British sports cars.
The MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the North
American MGB Register, USA; the American MGB Association, USA; The
MG Owners Club, UK; and the MG Car Club, UK founded in 1930 as the only
factory supported and approved organization for all Mg’s.
Membership in the MG Club is open to all. Ownership of a MG is not a
condition of membership.

Have a contribution to our newsletter?
Please send it by the 25th of the month to:
Rich Breton: rbreton@optonline.net Publication is the 1st of each month.
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Visit our
website at
mgccnj.org

LETTER FROM OUR VICE-PRESIDENT

Hi All,
Thanks to everyone who brought a miniature vehicle to our August meeting. It was a lot of fun and we
had a great display. The photo below is just one of four full tables. Our members like their toy cars.

I’ve been travelling this month, and will be driving home when this is published. Our next meeting is our
annual Oktoberfest. This feast starts one hour earlier at 6:30pm than our regular meeting, Come
even earlier at 6:00pm to display your car .
Please bring a salad or desert dish, and an appetite!
Hope to see you all there!

This is Karl Mark’s
highly detailed
diorama of an MGB
at a petrol station,
where the attendants
can't find the gas
tank filler cap.

Steve Wagoner, your V.P.
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Photos by Rich Breton

OKTOBERFEST - EDITOR’S NOTE
authentic German feast of wursts, kielbasa,
franks, sauerkraut, potato salad, grilled veggies,
condiments and much more.
Members are asked to contribute to the festivities
by bringing appetizers, salads, deserts or drinks to
share, either homemade or store bought.

Our September meeting will be our annual
“MG Oktoberfest” hosted by Steve and Linda
Wagoner. It will be held at our regular
meeting place, the VFW Hall at Morris Plains
starting at 6:30pm, one hour early. This year
we may move the party indoors to the
meeting room, instead of the outdoor
pavilion.
The Wagoners and our club will provide an

While the club does not supply alcoholic
beverages, please bring your favorite Oktoberfest
beer for yourself, or to share. You can also buy
beers and other drinks from the VFW bar. Please
drink responsibly, and drive home safely.
You are welcome to invite family and friends to
this festive meeting. Come by 6:00pm to display
your MG or other classic car.
Please thank Linda and Steve for all the
preparation and work that they do each year to
make this such an enjoyable club event! They will
also appreciate your help cleaning up afterwards.

Note from the Editor
The Fall Driving Season is Coming
In September, cooler autumn temperatures provide

ITEMS FOR SALE by Member:

some of the best driving conditions of the year, with

DAYTON Battery Tester $15

another full season of car shows and events.

SEARS Air Compressor, 14 gallon, 1 HP $75

Ray and Julia Sharp are leading a group to drive to

TRADESMAN Drill Press, 8" $35

the British Invasion at Stowe, VT around Sept 14 or

DELTA Bench Grinder, 6" with or without the cast
iron stand $30

15. Please contact him at resharp2@verizon.net if
you are interested in meeting up.

MILWAUKEE steel Heavy Duty ShopVac Needs
power cord repaired.$20

There are many classic events listed in this issue for

BLACK & DECKER Bench top Workmate $20

your participation and enjoyment.
It’s the best time of the year to drive your classic

Please contact Joanne Shaver at 973-762-2554

MG!
Rich Breton

4

MG HISTORY CONTEST
The photo below was taken 50 years ago in May 1967. It shows one of our active members looking like James
Dean posing nonchalantly with his brand new 1967 MGB. Can you identify who this is?
Come to Octoberfest on Sept 26 and give your answer! If you can’t come in person, send me an email. Bonus
points will be awarded if you can identify the tank in the rear and the red car in front. We may award a prize for
this!

Here’s what our mystery member wrote about this photo: “I came across this old photo of my first MG, a 1967
MGB. It was brand new in this photo, taken 50 years ago. I was a shiny new second lieutenant then, having
received my commission only a month earlier. Hard to imagine how quickly time has passed, but when we get
into these cars, it is like a time machine, taking us back to our youth.”
Do you have an early photo of you with your MG or other now-classic car? If so, please send me a copy and we
can make this a monthly feature. It’s up to you!
Rich Breton
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CLUB EVENTS

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show

Our fifth annual BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show was held on Sunday, August 20 at Rich & Peg Breton’s home. Thirty
six members of the MG Car Club, NJ MG T Register, Jaguar Auto Group and Jaguar Touring Club enjoyed a
beautiful day of friendship, food and fine British cars.
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Photos by Rich Breton

CLUB EVENTS

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show

Are we having fun yet?
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CLUB EVENTS

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show
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CLUB EVENTS

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show

The variety of beautiful British cars was
outstanding.
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Photos by Stuart Berson

CLUB EVENTS

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show

A great way to enjoy a sunny Sunday.
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Photos by Keith Murphy

MEMBER ACTIVITIES

Altoona British Car Festival
By Dave Collier

Kathy and I went to the 23rd annual Altoona British Car Festival in Pennsylvania, which is an event that starts
Friday evening and runs through Sunday on the last weekend of August. For those looking for a national
convention type event that isn't too far away, or as expensive, this event would be a good choice. The value and
events are great. The cost was $30 for the weekend including all events and all meals other than Saturday lunch,
assuming that you stay at the host hotel with free breakfast.
Lenny's Classic Car Collection started the event at his private museum Friday evening. Located in a 20s vintage
car dealership that is 4 stories tall, the base floor is a really well done entertainment venue with mostly museum
quality British cars and a beautiful British Pub serving pizza and open bar. Tours of the restoration shop on the
second floor were available. Lenny has a few full-time restoration employees, just for his own collection. There is
a paint booth, separate rooms for each type of restoration work, and an elevator to move the cars from floor to
floor. Everything is done on site, and the work is amazing.

Saturday was a funkana at Penn State Altoona, and some time on your own. We used that to see Horseshoe
Curve National Park. A coupon was provided for 10% off a local surplus store, which I could have spent much
more time in. I wish we had one like that here in NJ. Right half for the guys, left half for the ladies. That took the
rest of our spare time. Saturday evening was a nice caravan drive (45 miles) through the countryside and
mountains to a BBQ dinner at a local park pavilion next to the minor league ball park (and subsequent
fireworks). Bag pipers played as the cars entered the field. The drive back to the hotel was only a few miles.
Sunday was the car show (no trophies, judges or classes) at Del Grosso's Sauce factory which is next to their
water park and amusement park, which is pretty large. Half off a day pass ($15) for all the rides and
waterpark. The skill games are pay as you go and therefore not part of the pass. Kathy brought home several
stuffed animals. Lunch (really dinner) was a sizable chicken meal catered by a local Italian facility. John Twist did
his usual rolling tech session all day long, and Larry Learn Upholstery did a tech session, which this time was
installing a soft top on a TR250. He can replace broken snaps and sort out a soft top, or interior issues for you on
the show field . Larry used to make the upholstery for the Roadster Factory. Del Grosso supplied a box gift set of
sauces, so leave luggage space for a box roughly 20x6x9 inches.

We took a leisurely drive out Friday and back Monday, mostly off the interstates in PA, and found some great
scenic roads well off the beaten path. On the way out we stopped at Swigart Auto Museum about half an hour from
Altoona on Rt322. We had to drive right past it anyway, and it's a museum I've wanted to go to for years. Some
significant cars there including the prototype and a production Tucker and several one-off cars. Lots of brass era
cars as well. This is the oldest auto Museum in the USA, having been started in the 1920's, now in it's current
location since the mid 30's. Worth the stop if you have never been there before.
Entries are limited to prevent the event from getting too big, since it expands every year, and the venues have a
max capacity. The hotel was also sold out. Pre-registration is required and reservations should be made early. I
think there were 130 cars this year and about 220 people, with a little extra capacity remaining.
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Photos by Dave Collier

UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

MGCC
Announcing the 2017 HALLOWEEN RALLY
Come one & come all for the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre Halloween Rally.
When: Saturday October 28th, 2017. Touring Sussex County NJ.
Where: Meet at Yetter’s Diner 89 US HWY 206 Augusta, NJ. First cars off around 10:20AM
Rally is approximately 60 miles long and will end at the Lamp Post Restaurant, 1601 County road 565, Sussex,
NJ 07461 around 1:30PM.
Type: Rally directions will be provided on the morning of the event, devious questions will be asked to which there
may be no rational answers. Answers will be given at lunch at the Lamp Post Restaurant. Prizes will be awarded
to the first three places, based upon the number of correct answers.
As usual there is no fee for the event, however you will be responsible for your portion of the lunch fare. Estimated
lunch costs approximately $18 pp. One bill divided by number attending. (Please bring cash) Hard drinks from the
bar will be on your personal bill if you so imbibe.
There is no time limit. The rally route is about 60 miles and can be completed in approximately 3 hours.
Mileage will not be used as a tie-breaker. You should plan to arrive at Lamp Post Restaurant by 1:30
p.m. If you arrive early, there is a bar for your enjoyment.

RSVP: IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND, PLEASE LET ME KNOW SO I CAN ADVISE THE RESTAURANT
HOW MANY PEAPLE WE EXPECT IN ATTENDANCE.
(NOTE: Our restaurant space is limited to 30 people so if you plan to attend please notify me early so as not to be
closed out.)
Rsvp to gperr@optonline.net or 973-626-0716.
This is a rain or shine event, so if you would rather drive your daily driver, please free to do so. If it rains and you
would rather not participate in the drive (and you have rsvp’d) please plan on attending the luncheon as we need
to provide a head count to the restaurant.

Hope to See You there!
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MG CAR CLUB 2017 CALENDAR
Tuesday
September 26

6:30pm
Tuesday

October 24

October 28

7:30pm

Monthly Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

Saturday
10:00am

Halloween Road Rally

Tuesday
November 28

December

Oktoberfest at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

7:30pm

To Be Announced

Monthly Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ
Christmas and Holiday Party at The Brownstone in
Paterson, NJ

NOTICE: Our club is looking for a new President. Please contribute your talent, enthusiasm and ideas!
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
Sept 8-10 BRITISH RELIABILITY RUN NE - Three day 600 mile British fund-raising Rally in NH & ME. Hosted
by Historic Motor Sports. For Info: nebritishreliability.org or call 603-948-2078
Sept 10 WARREN CAR SHOW - Antique, classic & race cars, motorcycles & trucks, at Warren Municipal
Grounds, NJ. For Info: Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642 or e-mail: bigalnj@aol.com,
www.warrennjcarshow.org.
Sept 15-17 THE BRITISH INVASION - Three day Celebration of the British Mortorcar, hosted by British
Invasion, Inc. in Stowe, VT. For Info: www.britishinvasion.com
Sept 16 BRITS ON THE BEACH - 20th Annual British Car Day, hosted by the Positive Earth Drivers Club in
Ocean Grove, NJ. For Info: www.pedc.org

October 7 MYRTLE BEACH BRITFEST 2017 - Annual British Car Show, hosted by the Grand Strand British
Car Club at the Market Common in Myrtle Beach, SC. For Info: www.GrandStrandBritishCarClub.com
October 22 NORTH AMERICAN CECIL KIMBER RUN - A British Car tour thru the beautiful Skylands region of
northwest New Jersey at peak foliage season with lunch and few surprises on route. Celebrating the
founder of the MG marque but open to all British cars classic and modern. Info: Richard Miller 908-7136251 or mgdriversclub@hotmail.com

MORE LISTINGS OF BRITISH CAR EVENTS IN OUR REGION CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html
LISTINGS OF NATIONAL BRITISH CAR EVENTS CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://justbritish.com/calendar/
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
Ray and Julia Sharp are leading a group to drive to the British Invasion at Stowe, VT around Sept 14 or 15.
Please contact him at resharp2@verizon.net if you are interested in meeting up.
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017

18

NEW JERSEY CLASSIC CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEW JERSEY CLASSIC CAR EVENTS
Information on many car shows in New Jersey can be found at NEWJERSEYCARSHOWS.COM

CARS & CROISSANTS is group of classic car owners, founded by Abi Singh & Kirk Meighan, that
holds informal car meets for all makes of cars on weekend mornings, (9:30am to 12noon) usually at the
Chatham High School in Morris County, and other venues.
To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Kirk Meighan at candcnjowner@yahoogroups.com or Warren Hansen at whansen08@verizon.net

CARS & CAFFE is a similar group organized by Tony Boniello, that meets on Sundays (9:30am to
12noon), usually at the Ramsey Square Panera Bread and other venues in Bergen County,
To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Tony at tboniello@gmail.com,
or https://www.facebook.com/carsandcaffe or https://www.instagram.com/carsandcaffe.

WYCKOFF CLASSIC CAR SHOW / CRUISE NIGHTS Weekly informal car meets for all makes,
on Wednesday evenings 5:00pm to dark, from June through October. Chris Hammer at
auplate96@aol.com reports that this has moved to Cedar Hill Reformed Church, 422 Cedar Hill Ave,
Wykoff, about a block south of Wykoff Ave.
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MG VINTAGE RACING

MG Vintage Racers “Focus Event 2017”
At New Jersey Motorsports Park
September 15th - 17th
The MG Vintage Racers (MGVR) have selected the Vintage Racer Group’s (VRG)
“Historic Races” at the New Jersey Motorsports Park the weekend of September 15-17
as their “Focus Event” for 2017. MGVR encourages all MG racers (and spectators) to
attend this special event, where a large turnout of MGs will be racing! The tentative
schedule calls for a weekend of vintage car racing - including two “All-MG Races”. Nonracing activities include: Thursday evening’s MGVR “Meet and Greet” social at “MGVR
Central” in the paddock; a Saturday evening “Craft Beer Tasting” at the Millville Army Air
Field Museum located adjacent to the track (Interesting museum!); followed by a VRG
“BBQ Feast” at the museum. NJMP has two tracks – “Lightning” and “Thunder”. This
weekend its other track will be featuring NASCAR’s “Pro-Series East” race event. (Two
Race events for one weekend!). Also consider that NJMP is near Atlantic City and the
Jersey Shore once you are here!

Contact information:
VRG: www.vrgonline.org
MGVR: www.MGVR.org
NJMP: www.njmp.com
Greg Prehodka MG Vintage Racers Newsletter Publicity Coordinator
E-mail: MGracer53@aol.com
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2017 SPONSORS
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2017 SPONSORS

Bob and Mary Ann McAdams
Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Camp
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES
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CLUB
NOTES
MG SUPPLIERS
NOTES & SERVICES
MG Club Photos Available Online

Video of the Month

Jaguar F Pace Barrel Roll

Photos of recent Club Events are available for
viewing and downloading online as follows:
Photos of the 2017 After Father’s Day Feast are at:
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20After%20Fathers%20Day%
20Feast

The New Jaguar E-PACE set an official Guinness
World Record during its world premiere in London.
Jaguar’s compact performance SUV achieved an epic
15.3 metre long jump, complete with a 270-degree
corkscrew barrel roll. Behind the wheel was legendary
British stunt driver Terry Grant.
Here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=nwGv5hnw9Zs

Photos of the 2017 Red Mill British Car Day are at:
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20Red%20Mill%20Car%20Show?
sort=2&page=1
Photos of Britfest 2017 are at: http://
s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20Britfest%20Car%20Show

Photos of Britfest 2016 are at: http://
s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2016%20Britfest%20Car%20Show

Courtesy of Dave Collier, our Technical Advisor,
here’s a link to a discussion of problems with
vapor lock caused by seasonal fuel mixes:

THE REGALIA SHOP

http://www.rockauto.com/Newsletter

You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club Jersey Central
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great
deals!
Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your
MGBs & Cs.
Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to
change.

NEW ITEMS
Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club
Logo http://www.cafepress.com/mgccnj

For information or to place an order, go to the above website.
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Membership Changes &
Corrections
Keep your newsletter coming and your
membership info (e-mail, postal mail,
telephone, MGs, other information) up to
date. Please Contact Mary Hayes with
any changes, corrections, or updates, at:
mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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Next Month’s Meeting
Is Oct 24, 2017
at 7:30 pm
MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre
PO Box 435
Convent Station, NJ 07961
Articles are wanted for our next
Newsletter.

Meetings on the 4th Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

Please share your insights!

Green Table
Every Monthly Meeting
Bring it in - give it to a MG friend!
It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our
hobby and other good stuff you might have.
Car stuff is always welcome, but take a
look around your house for those items that
you don’t want or need that others might
appreciate. We all have stuff like that!
Bring in anything that you’re willing to
give away. Just put your stuff on the Green
Table where “Froggy” resides, and let
others help themselves to your treasures.
Car parts, tools, hardware, models,
magazines, manuals, books, videos,
photos, posters, and – whatever!
Share your unwanted stuff with your MG
buddies! Someone may treasure it!
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