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“Touring Scotland”, another nostalgic painting by British artist Kevin Walsh.
You don’t have to cross the Atlantic to find mountain scenery like this. Our
nearby Catskills and Adirondacks have many rural roads and spectacular
mountains that are perfect to explore in a classic British sportscar. We have
our own historic towns, inns and pubs to enjoy along the way.
All it takes is some planning and free time to explore this world in a unique
way. We are fortunate to be within a few hours drive to these amazing
expanses of natural beauty. Your have the car, take it on a road trip!

Photos of our 2017 After Father’s Day Feast are available for viewing and downloading at this link:
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/library/2017%20After%20Fathers%20Day%20Feast
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2017 OFFICERS & TRUSTEES

MEETINGS

President

2017 Meeting Dates

Vice President

Steve Wagoner swag11@gmail.com

Treasurer

Karl Marx

973-267- 3630

Secretary

Rudy
Bescherer

rdbescherer@yahoo.com

Trustees at Large

Ole Flandrup

oleMGB@gmail.com

Eliot Ganek

ejganek@yahoo.com

Ed Orna

ejorna@verizon.net

Advisor

Butch O’Conner bfo@spsk.com

Britfest Chairman

Charlie
Tregidgo

Event & Rally Coordinator Bob Knecht

Club meetings are usually
held at 7:30pm on the fourth
Tuesday of each month:
Aug. 22, Sept. 26, Oct. 24,
Nov. 28, Dec. (tba)

tregidgolaw@gmail.com
mgbowner@warwick.net

Meeting Refreshments

Steve Gastwirth stevegastwirth@aol.com

Membership Chairlady

Mary Hayes

mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

Newsletter Editor

Rich Breton

rbreton@optonline.net

Regalia Chairman

Gary Perault

gperr@optonline.net

Technical Advisor

Dave Collier

dacollier1@yahoo.com

Webmaster

Mike Ruane

mike@revelation.com

2017 Member
of the Year

Ed Orna

Are you a member
of the MGCCCJC?
Annual dues are
only $25.
The benefits
& events
continue all year!

Meshing Gears is a publication of the MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre, a
non-profit organization established in 1962, and is dedicated to expanding
and maintaining interest in British sports cars.
The MG Car Club - Central Jersey Centre is an affiliate of the North
American MGB Register, USA; the American MGB Association, USA; The
MG Owners Club, UK; and the MG Car Club, UK founded in 1930 as the only
factory supported and approved organization for all Mg’s.
Membership in the MG Club is open to all. Ownership of a MG is not a
condition of membership.

Have a contribution to our newsletter?
Please send it by the 25th of the month to:
Rich Breton: rbreton@optonline.net Publication is the 1st of each month.
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Visit our
website at
mgccnj.org

LETTER FROM OUR VICE-PRESIDENT

Hi All,
It's time again for me to express my thoughts on the past month (or so). It seems the weather has been either
too hot or too damp to get the most out of our little cars! Believe it or not I've actually managed to get some time
in my B while trying to get the carb's for my Magnette sorted out!
We had a great photo contest meeting in July. I don't know about the rest of you but I really enjoyed seeing the
variety of photos that came in! Some really good looking cars in really nice shots. We had a good turnout.
Now I'm starting to look forward to the August meeting. We will be bringing in (hopefully) some miniatures, small
cars, and other items (auto related) that might be found in one's curio cabinet. I have a large eclectic variety of
miniatures ( from diecast cars, go carts, a large antique Buddy L truck, and miniature gas pumps). I only hope
that I will be allowed to bring them back into my barrister cabinets in our living room when I get home! I'm
looking forward to seeing what you all will bring into share with the rest of us. It should be an interesting night.
Hope to see you all there!
Steve Wagoner, your V.P.
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UPCOMING CLUB EVENTS

August 19 BBQ

MULTI-CLUB BARBEQUE, POOL PARTY & CAR
SHOW
MG CAR CLUB CENTRAL JERSEY CENTRE
JAGUAR AUTO GROUP
JAGUAR TOURING CLUB
NEW JERSEY MGT REGISTER
WHEN: Saturday, August 19, 2017, Noon to 5pm

(Rain Date: Sunday August 20, same times)
WHERE: 22 Paddock Road, HoHoKus, NJ 07423
Northern Bergen County, near Ridgewood
HOSTS: Rich & Peggy Breton
RSVP: rbreton@optonline.net or 201-925-5864
BRING: Something to share, swim suit, towel & your classic car!
We will provide barbeque ribs & chicken, fresh corn on the cob, soft drinks and cold beer. Please bring
one food item to share, such as appetizers, salads, potato salad, cole slaw, pasta, fruits, snacks, deserts,
etc. To avoid duplications, please send me an email telling me what you intend to bring.
Hope to see you there!
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MG HISTORY

Holy Grail - MGB GT V-8

From Hemmings Sports & Exotic Car, Sept, 2008 by Mark J. McCourt

In 1973 British Leyland shipped over three Federal-spec left-hand-drive MGB GT V-8s for evaluation purposes.
Fitted with the pollution controls that would have been required for sale in U.S.-destined cars, these MGBs passed
emissions testing while also meeting our stringent safety regulations. But the experiment was short-lived, with only
one of the three pre-production "lefties" still in America today.
Anyone immersed in the world of M.G. history knows of the Holy Grail of MGBs, the "factory" MGB GT V-8, a rare
and exclusive vehicle that came to production against tall odds, and despite huge accolades, was quickly cancelled,
never to enter the American market. Today, 16 of the factory V-8s live in the U.S., including that lone original lefthand-drive tester.
The tale of the first eight-cylinder M.G. dates back to the first big-engine MGB, the MGC of 1967. Saddled with a
bulky 3 liter straight-six engine, the MGC was more a long-legged grand tourer than a sports car, in its Pinafarina
GT trim. Lackluster reviews explained its selling in fewer-than-hoped numbers. But the MGC showed that the
unibody could handle more power, and racer Ken Costello was the one to prove it.
Ken was given a new GT and a Rover V-8 in 1971, and asked to marry the two so that BL engineers could study
the project. The results were striking, with the well- engineered 175 hp engine reaching 60 in 7.8 seconds (versus
12.1 for the 95hp, 1.8-liter four-cylinder) and a top speed of 130 mph (versus 104). Management was enthusiastic
about taking the MGB up-market. The factory MGB GT V-8 made its public debut in August 1973, two years later.
Despite reservations over its dated interior design and wind noise at speed, the British press praised the car for
being everything they'd hoped the MGC would be, and more. In the words of M.G.'s chief, John Thornley, "The V-8
was quite a stupendous motor car. From my own experience, when you were doing 100 mph in overdrive top and
put your foot down on the accelerator, you got a push in the back. Now, that is motoring!"
The above GT V-8, number GD2D1 1523G, was built at Abingdon between March 18 and April 4, 1974. Originally
painted in butterscotch “Bracken”, it was sold to an MG Dealer, McLays of Kirkintilloch, near Glasgow, Scotland.
Richard Miller, co-founder and managing director of the M.G. Drivers Club of North America, was this car's first U.S.
owner, and he relates its story: "As I understand it, the gentleman who ran the firm, Stuart McLay, used it as his
company car for two years. In 1976, he turned the car over to his wife. But she hated the Bracken color and had it
painted black. Mrs. McLay drove the MGB GT V-8 until 1982, when it was sold to a medical graduate student
studying in Glasgow, who brought the car to North America.
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Edited by Rich Breton

MG HISTORY Richard Miller’s & Peter Cosmides’ MGB GT V-8
The doctor sold it to Richard. "I saw it advertised in Hemmings Motor News," he relates. "It was an oddball
occurrence, I was thinking of doing a V-8 MGB conversion, and I wasn't sure if there were any factory V-8s in North
America. It was described as a factory V-8 and it was. I would own the car for almost a decade. “
"At the first show that I took the car to after it arrived, Peter Cosmides came up to me, he was absolutely enthralled
with it, amazed. He made me promise to give him first refusal if I decided to sell. He reminded me of that promise
annually," Richard laughs.

Peter Cosmides smiles and continues the car’s history: "I would gently rib and prod him, asking him, 'How's MY
car doing? In the spring of 2007, he called me and said he was ready to sell. His call came around tax time, and I
didn't have much spare money. I thought, how could you bug a guy for 10 years, then say no? The opportunity
doesn't come around very often. I had to scramble to come up with the money, so I quickly sold a nice 1957 MGA. “

"I spent all winter and spring redoing the engine bay--I pulled the engine, scraped down the undercoating and
repainted it black to match the exterior. The right-hand drive isn't an issue for me, since I own a right-hand-drive
Mini and M.G. Metro Turbo. Owning the car has been as pleasurable as I had hoped it would be. I love the rarity
and originality of it, and it is as smooth as could be, very under-stressed and easy to drive, either gently or
enthusiastically. It's absolutely a keeper, along with the MGB I bought new--I'll never get rid of them. You know how
MGA Twin Cams are now, highly sought? The GT V-8 is the same for the MGB, the pinnacle."

The original intent was to build 100 V-8-powered MGB GTs a week, sending half of that production to the United
States. The by British Leyland cancelled the US production, due to a shortage of Rover engines, and fears that
the MGB GT V-8 would be a threat to the more expensive, slower corporate stablemate Triumph Stag, plus the
1975 debut of the Triumph TR7 and the planned Rover V-8-powered TR8. So MG missed out on a much-needed
upgrade. The MGB GT V-8 ended production on October 13, 1976 with 2,591 built.
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MG CAR CLUB 2017 CALENDAR
Saturday
August 19

12:00pm
Tuesday

August 22

7:30pm
Tuesday

September 26

October

Oktoberfest at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

To Be Announced

Halloween Road Rally

7:30pm
Tuesday

November 28

December

Monthly Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

6:30pm

Tuesday
October 24

Multi-Club BBQ, Pool Party & Car Show
22 Paddock Road, Ho-Ho-Kus, NJ
Rain Date: Sunday August 20

7:30pm

To Be Announced

Monthly Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ
Monthly Meeting at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ
Christmas and Holiday Party at The Brownstone in
Paterson, NJ

NOTICE: Our club is looking for a new President. Please contribute your talent, enthusiasm and ideas!
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
Aug 3 THE ROADSTER FACTORY SUMMER PARTY 2017 - Weekend celebration of British Cars includes car
show & other events, hosted by The Roadster Factory, in Armagh, PA. For Info: www.the-roadsterfactory.com
Aug 5 PENNEYPACKER MILLS BRITISH CAR DAY - British Car Show, hosted by the Delaware Valley Classic
MC Chapter in Schwenksville, PA. For Info: www.dcvmg.com
Aug 9-12 HEALEY ENCOUNTER 2017 Austin-Healey Meet, hosted by the Austin Healey Sports & Touring Club
in Princeton, NJ. For Info: www.austin-healey-stc.org
Aug 16-20 VINTAGE TRIUMPH REGISTER NATIONAL CONVENTION - Triumph Car Meet, hosted by the
Vintage Triumph Register in Princeton, NJ. For Info: www.vtr2017.org
Aug 25-27 CENTRAL PENNSYLVANIA BRITISH CAR FESTIVAL British Car Weekend, hosted by the Central
Pennyslvania British Car Club at Tipton, PA. For Info: www.pabritishcar.com

Aug 27 TASTE OF BRITAIN - British Car Show & Polo Match hosted by the LANCO MG Club in Rothsville, PA.
For Info: www.lancomgclub.com
Sept 8-10 BRITISH RELIABILITY RUN NE - Three day 600 mile British fund-raising Rally in NH & ME. Hosted
by Historic Motor Sports. For Info: nebritishreliability.org or call 603-948-2078
Sept 10 WARREN CAR CHOW - Antique, classic & race cars, motorcycles & trucks, at Warren Municipal
Grounds, NJ. For Info: Allen Rosenberg 732-742-4642 or e-mail: bigalnj@aol.com,
www.warrennjcarshow.org.

Sept 15-17 THE BRITISH INVASION - Three day Celebration of the British Mortorcar, hosted by British Invasion,
Inc. in Stowe, VT. For Info: www.britishinvasion.com
Sept 16 BRITS ON THE BEACH - 20th Annual British Car Day, hosted by the Positive Earth Drivers Club in
Ocean Grove, NJ. For Info: www.pedc.org

October 22 NORTH AMERICAN CECIL KIMBER RUN - A British Car tour thru the beautiful Skylands region of
northwest New Jersey at peak foliage season with lunch and few surprises on route. Celebrating the
founder of the MG marque but open to all British cars classic and modern. Info: Richard Miller 908-7136251 or mgdriversclub@hotmail.com

MORE LISTINGS OF BRITISH CAR EVENTS IN OUR REGION CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://keystonemg.com/britcarcalendar.html
LISTINGS OF NATIONAL BRITISH CAR EVENTS CAN BE FOUND AT:
www://justbritish.com/calendar/
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEARBY BRITISH CAR EVENTS - 2017
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NEW JERSEY CLASSIC CAR EVENTS
Information on many car shows in New Jersey can be found at NEWJERSEYCARSHOWS.COM

CARS & CROISSANTS is group of classic car owners, founded by Abi Singh & Kirk Meighan, that
holds informal car meets for all makes of cars on weekend mornings, (9:30am to 12noon) usually at the
Chatham High School in Morris County, and other venues.
To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Kirk Meighan at candcnjowner@yahoogroups.com or Warren Hansen at whansen08@verizon.net

CARS & CAFFE is a similar group organized by Tony Boniello, that meets on Sundays (9:30am to
12noon), usually at the Ramsey Square Panera Bread and other venues in Bergen County,
To receive notices of their weekly events and get on their email list, contact Tony at tboniello@gmail.com,
or https://www.facebook.com/carsandcaffe or https://www.instagram.com/carsandcaffe.

WYCKOFF CLASSIC CAR SHOW / CRUISE NIGHTS Weekly informal car meets for all makes,
on Wednesday evenings 5:00pm to dark, from June through October. Chris Hammer at
auplate96@aol.com reports that this has moved to Cedar Hill Reformed Church, 422 Cedar Hill Ave,
Wykoff, about a block south of Wykoff Ave.
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MG VINTAGE RACING

MG Vintage Racers “Focus Event 2017”
At New Jersey Motorsports Park
September 15th - 17th
The MG Vintage Racers (MGVR) have selected the Vintage Racer Group’s (VRG)
“Historic Races” at the New Jersey Motorsports Park the weekend of September 15-17
as their “Focus Event” for 2017. MGVR encourages all MG racers (and spectators) to
attend this special event, where a large turnout of MGs will be racing! The tentative
schedule calls for a weekend of vintage car racing - including two “All-MG Races”. Nonracing activities include: Thursday evening’s MGVR “Meet and Greet” social at “MGVR
Central” in the paddock; a Saturday evening “Craft Beer Tasting” at the Millville Army Air
Field Museum located adjacent to the track (Interesting museum!); followed by a VRG
“BBQ Feast” at the museum. NJMP has two tracks – “Lightning” and “Thunder”. This
weekend its other track will be featuring NASCAR’s “Pro-Series East” race event. (Two
Race events for one weekend!). Also consider that NJMP is near Atlantic City and the
Jersey Shore once you are here!

Contact information:
VRG: www.vrgonline.org
MGVR: www.MGVR.org
NJMP: www.njmp.com
Greg Prehodka MG Vintage Racers Newsletter Publicity Coordinator
E-mail: MGracer53@aol.com
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THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2017 SPONSORS

14

THANKS TO OUR BRITFEST 2017 SPONSORS

Bob and Mary Ann McAdams
Matt O’Connor and Elizabeth Camp
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MG SUPPLIERS & SERVICES
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CLUB
NOTES
MG SUPPLIERS
NOTES & SERVICES
MG Club Photos Available Online
Photos of recent Club Events are available for
viewing and downloading online as follows:
Photos of the 2017 After Father’s Day Feast are at:
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20After%20Fathers%20Day%
20Feast

MG Gathering of the Faithful—2017
Akron, OH
This month’s video is a timely presentation of last
month’s GOF Central in Akron OH from the MG
Cars Channel.
Here’s the link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=yvxz2OB5-ng
Courtesy of Just British Online Magazine

Photos of the 2017 Red Mill British Car Day are at:
http://s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20Red%20Mill%20Car%20Show?
sort=2&page=1
Photos of Britfest 2017 are at: http://
s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2017%20Britfest%20Car%20Show

Photos of Britfest 2016 are at: http://
s1239.photobucket.com/user/phototraveler/
library/2016%20Britfest%20Car%20Show

Courtesy of Dave Collier, our Technical Advisor,
here’s a link to a discussion of problems with
vapor lock caused by seasonal fuel mixes:

THE REGALIA SHOP

http://www.rockauto.com/Newsletter

You aren’t the only one in need of proper attire. Your car
needs some dressing up too. The MG Car Club Jersey Central
Centre has just what you need to make your British car “whine
pleasantly,” instead of just making a racket. Check out these great
deals!
Grille Badges (2nd Edition) - The club’s very own (and quite
handsome) grille badges. The “cream and cracker” color is just
perfect for all “T and A” Series Mg’s, and also compliments your
MGBs & Cs.
Clothing items are available in many sizes and many colors of
your choice. Prices vary based on size, and are subject to
change.

NEW ITEMS
Mugs, Coasters, Clocks, Stickers .... All with the new Club
Logo http://www.cafepress.com/mgccnj

For information or to place an order, go to the above website.
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Membership Changes &
Corrections
Keep your newsletter coming and your
membership info (e-mail, postal mail,
telephone, MGs, other information) up to
date. Please Contact Mary Hayes with
any changes, corrections, or updates, at:
mgmidgetmary@gmail.com

MEMBERSHIP FORM
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Next Month’s Meeting
Is Aug 22, 2017
at 7:30 pm
MG Car Club Central Jersey Centre
PO Box 435
Convent Station, NJ 07961
Articles are wanted for our next
Newsletter.

Meetings on the 4th Tuesday each
month at 7:30pm at VFW Post #3401
45 Tabor Road, Morris Plains, NJ

Please share your insights!

Green Table
Every Monthly Meeting
Bring it in - give it to a MG friend!
It’s our way to recycle stuff related to our
hobby and other good stuff you might have.
Car stuff is always welcome, but take a
look around your house for those items that
you don’t want or need that others might
appreciate. We all have stuff like that!
Bring in anything that you’re willing to
give away. Just put your stuff on the Green
Table where “Froggy” resides, and let
others help themselves to your treasures.
Car parts, tools, hardware, models,
magazines, manuals, books, videos,
photos, posters, and – whatever!
Share your unwanted stuff with your MG
buddies! Someone may treasure it!
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